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Of Col, W. R: iz, on the annexation
of Texas, delivered at: Canton, ‘Mi., on
the 4th of July, 1844, Published by re-
quest of the Texas_ Association, .

—

Frrrow-Crrzess:—An association has
been recently formed in' this County,
" 1o promote the annexation of Texas to
the United States ot s early a period
as practicable. [n furtherance of this ob-
ject the aysociation’ resolyed to celebrafe
the auniversary of American “Indepen-
déence; and they decmed itno desccration
of the day, that _they should avail them.
selves of the occasion to present (o their
follow-citizens, facts and arguments, in
favor of this great national measure,—
Events are commemorated for the pur.
pose of enforcing ond perpetunting " the
principles which gave them birth: in this
viewpand involving as Ihur luh'!eclud::;:
1ot only grave questions of n
ey, butflﬁdq" q_ pﬁud’hr%
tain our own revolution, there scems a
moral fitness and propriety I associating
it with the commemoration of our inde-
pendence.  And whilst congratolating
ourselves on the success of the great ex-
periment—that man is capable of self
government —whilst indulging in the glo-
rious reminiscences of the past, and look-

ing with exulting hopa to “the future; ivis the interests of the *country,” that the

surely neither unbecoming nor improper,
that we should extend our sympathies o a
neighboring ~ republic, now borue down
with embarras ts produced by her
struggle for datiohal cxistence. * Like our
anceslors, the citizens of Texas have re.
sisted tyranny-~like them have_,!ought.th_o
battles of liberty==like them have achiey-
cd their independente—like them have
established a goverament on *the brondest
basis of freedom. ™ And” who ‘that would
ringiples” and that rejoices in
our institutions, 'wb?ld: not desire to see
them extended and perpetuated i tho
young and rising‘republic? =
The republic of Texad situated on onr
borders—abonnding in oll'the elements of
national wealth-=ighabited by our kind
and countrjrﬁaﬁﬁm‘ﬂb;ikini‘om'mm
—governed by law: own, and
worshipping éﬂd j

own religion, Now !

our pelitical Union

tion presents

of the Amorican pe
admitted? Alques

ter magnitide |
agitated since:
in its resulls, Y
civilization, of ¢ :
cally a_great A4
SBove uifthe party isthes of
ing the destin f

cherish our

tion which its importonce demands;

. wview ‘-it‘;;.m! onli'vhjhs_n rgat
aation stion aflectiog the  inte'€sls
‘|61 o \m%g‘ﬁﬂnn, but as one in which

of |areinvolved.

titants of the ceded territory shall be incor.

in'the meantime shall bo protected und

S
| 1iks 6ur own system, & federal legislature

o lillui.l;p'owel"lie'
ons of our confed-
, the " bai _'oftimr
, & those institu.
ributed 5o lar y:&
56 placed on/a"basis:
r:mm" “security, 1 implore my fel-
 low-citizens  to examine this question in
the same spirit; that - casting aside their
; iE'nph it us Americon

@ to it that grave con-

their dearest rights and priveleges, and
the high and sacred principles of liberty

" For the betler understanding of the
views presented, | will give a brief sketch
of Texan history. :

In the year 1503, a treaty was  conclu-
ded with France, by which™ the U. 8. ac.
w the territory. of Louisiana; and itis

W universally conceded - that the cus-
sion included Texas even as faras the
Rio del Norte, By the third article of
that treaty it is provided that “the inhab.

porated into the Union of the U, 8., and
admitted as €oon as possible according to
the principles of the federal constitution,
to all the rights, advantages and immuni-
ties of citizens of the United States, and

maintainediin the free enjoyment of their
liberty,” property and the rcligion which
they proless.” In reference to the stipu-
lations of this article, 1 would here re-
merk once forall, that eo far os Texas is
concerned thoy remain yet to be (ulfilled,
andit may Le asked with great force, il
the citizens of thut country haye not the
right 10 demund their performance; and if
the United Stetes aro not  bound in good
faith, now that the opportunity  presents
itselfy o comply with them, by the mea-
sure now under consideration,

“I'exos remained under the operations
of this treaty until 1819, when the United
States by treuty with Spain acquired
Florida, und by establishing our boundar
at the Sabine, ceded the country South
of that river including the present limits
FPezasto Spain; Mexico heingy at that
time o province of Spain.  This trenty, so
far s it regorded the  cession of I'exas,
was in disect conflict with the 3d article
of the treaty of Louvisinnn. It was vio-
lently opposed in the House of Represco-
tatives of the United Siates, by oneaf the
most distinguished statesmen of our doy,*
on the ground “that it was prejuditial

Unpited Swates had a perfect title to the
ceded territory, and that the executive
without the coneent of congress, had no
constitutionnl right to make the cession.
After this treaty, immigration to Texas,
was favited by bounties of large tracts of
wild lands to actunl settlers, in conse-
quence of which, aitizens of the Uuited
Slates went thither in considerable nim.
bers, carrying with them the princi-
ples of freedom in which they had been
nurtured.  1n 1821, the province of Mex.
ico, of which'Texas constifuted a depart-
ment, revolted” from ™ the” government of
Spain wod declared her independence;
and in 1824, uddopted u constitution and
form of government under the title of “‘the
United Mexican States,” The constitution
declared that their government was a con-

efacy’ of “sovereign and independent
s {of which Texas wi's ‘one,) having

Jexecutive, for (he regulation of for-
intere ving ta” the local Jegis-

. 'ﬁ : oral “states the man : g:r

e
précht ruler of Mexico,

their _interant-

her, yet in her present condition—with an
exhausted treasury, a depreciated curren:

independence) crushing her energies, she
finds hersell unalle without forcign wid,

to stand alone as a separate sovereignty;

and for the second time she asks the
United States to take her under their pro-
tection and incorporate her into their po-
litical Union. She appeals to us her
countrymen, and asks that our flag—that
tha wings of the American Eogle may bo
spread over her; at the sume time we are
given (o understand  that it repulsed by
us, she must needs scelk refuge under the
red eross of St Georges if we reject har
she must ecek support from thut power
that attempted 1o swangle our infant lib-
erty inthe cradle, from that same Eng.
lnnd that regards  us us her  most dreaded
rival, and that hates us with an inextin-
guishable hatred. 3

I propese 10 consider, Picst the onsxc.
TI0N5 to immediate unuexation. Secondly,
il8 apVaNTAGES in a pational point of
vicw, and lastly, to show the szepssry,
under existing  tircumstances, for the
adoption of this mossure,
The first nod most prominent ob.
jection is, that by annexation without the
cansentof Mexico, we violate our treaty
stipulutions with her and subjeet oursely es
to & war with that puwer.
It is conlidently denicd that any treaty
stipulation:  would be violated. In no
trenty with Mexico, have the United
Biates gunrantied the integrity of the ter
ritory of the Mexican Empire, nor hinve we
ever even recognized Texus ns n part of)
or subject to the pregent governwent of
Mexico. It is insisted however, by the
Mexican minister and others who coneur
in this view, that the first article of the

that that power is wholly unable tosubdue

cy,nnd considering her presant resources
an’ immence public debt (the price of her
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tributes of that sovereignty, she has the
right to dispose of hersell; and if she prae-
ticdlly nssert that right by anpexing her-,
self 1o this Union, Mexico would haveno
Just cause of complaint against the United
Siates.

A writer of the highest authorily on the
law of nations, says: »Every nation that
governs iself, under what form scever,
without dependence on any foreign power,
iz 8 suvereign State. To give a natiog &
right to ligure in this grand society, it is
sufficient i it be really sovereign and in-
dependent; that is, it must govern itself
by it own authority and laws.”  [Vattel,
buelk 1, page 53.] How stand the facts
as applicable 1o these pluin prineiples 1—
Fyver since tha memorable baille of St.
Jacinto, with the exception of a few ma-
rauding incursions of Mexican troops, who
“retreatod more repidly than they advane-
ed,” and except also the paper bulleting
of the same power, Toxas has remained
at peace; “notn hostile foot resting with-
in her tersitory,” and no foree meannwhile,
fitted out or contemplsted, suflicient for
the conguest of the countey,  The United
Siatesund the principal powers of Europe
have sckuowledged her indepeadence.
We have entered into a treaty of Lonnda.
riea with her, and Eogland has formed
with her a treaty ol commeree. For
cight years has she enjoyed this de facto
independence, under a regularly orgunized
Government, 1, under these circumstan.
ces, Texns muy not enter nto a political
union with another. power, how long, it
imay be asked, bolore she can acquire this
right 7 Og con ¢he neyeracquire it with.
out the consent of Mexicol? ‘The last
proposition is too absurd to require re-
fulution, Spain relused to recognize the
independeace of Holland for more than
seventy years, and yot all the nations of
Europe, regnrdless of that fact, trented

treaty of 1832, would be violated. Itis
in these words, “I'here shall be a figm
inviolable snd universal peace,nnd o true
and sincero (riendship between the Uni-
ted Mexican States and'the United Btales
of Americn, in all the extent of their pos.
sessions and territorics, and between
their people und  citizens respoctively,
without distinction of' persons or places.”
Unlgss it bo  nesomed that the propoged
measure i3 o decloraton of waragainst
Mexico, there is no pretence that the trea:
ty is broken on our part.  True the Mex-
ican government huas declared that it
would regard such o measure as *equiva-
lent to a declaration of war? That,
however, dues not affect the merits of the
question. Mexico might with as much
propriety, have considered our acknowl-
edeement of Texan independence, or our
treaty with Texes seitling the bounda.
ries Letween ug, as ‘equivalent to a de.
claration of war.? And vet it hos never
been inslsted (excopt by the Mexican
government) that either ol theso acls wase
breach of the spirit or letter, of the treaty.
The question is vot whether Mexico may
regard this meusure as cavse of war and
act accordingly, but whether it is in truth

| just cuuso of war?  Whilst acting clearly

right, we are not to desist because anoth-
er may insist that weare wrong. And
whilst it is oyr duty to preserve good fuith
with all nations, and to aveid giving just
cause of oflence, we are not 1o relrain
from the adopiion of & measure in itsel(]
just and expedient, beeause another na-
lign may take umbrogo ut us, or even de-
c&o war sgainst us. That Mexicoil left to
Lier own counsels would not wleciare war
againstus, will searce admit of a doubt.—
Bucha wayil dectared would be more the
subject of ridicule than dread.” ~ What
she might do under the influence of other

and transatlontic counsels is doubtiul.—

Ta 1835, | Be this s it may, if this measuro be just

~—demanded by a proper regard for the
iuterests'of ‘the Union, and for the per-

1he goverament

a centi

for 3zes 10 St

our count:
her onward march
or, by itsrejection, wi
val power obtain l
ders aad checked our cares _
ern institilions were placed in

when discon! lwﬁ 1

sections of {6u ' .

vast importance, 80 intim
with our own safely and
the union, I disclam on- reas
party considerations- it sion.
stand here not as'a partizan; < butin the
higher and prouder character of w,
of this great commonwealth—-one
glorying i the past history of tis

e
7, after our
r independence, Texas'a
ou ‘o the Unijted States;
fees, thon ~ existing, “the
overitire“was declined: § Although it's

and mjni;iw 4
S iﬂ;a'f‘—

well ufidérstood tht “Texas never can be
lmdl,mmlif ! zokc of Mexico, and

| Brtotious
¢ larihisgovernment,by compact with the re-
d | ber'stibjects ol Mexico, 10 unnex u portion | futare recongquest.” [Niles' Register, 23d
But if on the | July, 1842, -

manency cof lh; Uﬁiun ai'g'"' I hali:ula
CaopiCHovodsy b {ied Stutes ought 1o
hfeﬂ!ﬂﬁty'ﬁ' -‘wnM--_*thn-lﬁhvﬁn'
more formidable powers thans Mexico.
Waoulid theny the proposed -annexation
. Mexico? “Phe;
ds~on the

ot was oBlantiPiptost
I indeed; Texas was | ally a’‘province
of Mexico and rightfully owed her sliegi-|
‘anee to thit government a3 1 natity’
ety if'she is now morely in"a state of re-

O{L“f.

L It; nnd ‘open - flagrant'war - is now, and

s beonj continunlly - waging belween
~g'war for conquest un the one
bidefand wfor *national” cxistence on the
other, and the issue s still doultful; un.
Brauch eircunstances it would be o most
and unjustifiable act on the part

Lem

"of her ewpire 1o our own,
other hand, T'exas las achieved herinde-

woged ngainst her (or vears

ﬂ'ed to cficet thut abiject—it
racognized as an uidependent sov
by the ;m:.u}:.ll powers ol the w wrl
slorty 1f' she be a (ree
pendcnt £LA1e; @5 o

and in 1 sereiso of the hivlest

she has becn
Javeieign

* ‘., o ] 'l ! .
ercign and inde.

thip
e

Ty

the revolled. provinces us independent
Siates, T'hie only reasonable practicalle
rule in such cuses, und that on which the
nalions of the civilized world have acted,
ig==that it the revolted colony or province
have established a regulor government,
atid 50 long muintaicod her independence
us to demonsizate to o reasonable certainty
that ghe can pever be reconquered, and
fy in uddiition, the parcnt State or power
clurntog ber WIIdgatico; have impliediy
admitted her inability to rsconquer by
withdrawing her [orees, or, at most, wa-
ging only a predatory war—other nations
may regard the revolted province as a {ree
and independent State, tor any gnd every
purpest,  On these principles the inde-
pendence of Texas has Licen recognized
upd treaties formed with her. Tlow can
these treaties Le valid consisjemily with
the assumed rights of Mexico? If Mexi-
co has the right to reclaim her ravolied
province, she has the same right toinvali-
date all these treaties. In both cases the
right iz without the practical menns of en.
forcing it, and is therefure never regarded.
A paper war of proclamntions is eutitled
to no more re-pect than & paper Lluckade
And it is well settlod that u declaration
of the blockade of an enemy’s port, with.
out an adequate force to sustain it, is not
to be regarded by nestrals; und that a
vessel violating such blockade is not le-
gally subject to condemnation., . The
cuses ure siricily annlogous. The cons
structive war of Mexico against Texas;
her ridiculously high-sounding bulletins
without any force to sustuin them, are no
more—not half so much, entitled. to the
respect and consideration of neutral pow-,
ers, vs wers the pnperblockades of Eng.
fand and France during the long and des-
olating wars of contincatal Europe—acts
which were subsequenily admitted to be

under them, it o e iy

. These views are sustained by Mr. Web.
stery in his despatches, as. Secreiary of
State, in 1842, 10 ouc ministor in Mexico,
He there says: “The battle of St. Jacioto,
bt on the 21st April, 1830, achieved

bas exhibited the AR e hnman] g

ﬁféﬂdﬁ euccice as. Mexico herself
lly ll;"r'ae and i%ﬂi _

)
g

ed asa political sov.

powers of ihe world, o,
ing within her terriiory |
yenrs, and Mexico. b elrai
ring all that porod, any. furl
tempt to re establish het Uﬁg{il’." -

at-

|

J—1n ry.

as much as Mexico nnd'fon::hlj; Hits
the question—*How long, let it ba Iﬂ&‘
in the judgment of Mexico herself,is ihe,
fact of actunl independence to be held of
a0 avail aramnst an avowed pllrpﬂta_for

But we have still higher and more

ppendence——if thcre has been no war| rect nuthority 1o cite aguinst this Mexicand
past with | obijection tv anncxation,
meons ndequate to her conquest or inlen- | pegotiations ol two former

I refer. 1o the
administra

tions of this Government with Mexico, 1o

ty | obitain a retrocession of this very territo.

And in theze negotintions, and in
their own official acts, 1= to be found &

illegal, and reparation made for ?minum {

AT . :
3] ‘5' "

still again—*The United States have re.|
garded Tevus an independent soverignty ] §

; ; tion 1o an-
nexation, During the. administration of
Mr. Adams, two several attempts were
made in 1825 and 1827 by Mr. Clay, as
Secrelary of State, fo obtain Texas from
Mexico. And iy the ‘administration of
General Juckson, in 1620, another effort
was mude with the same power by Mr.
Van Buren,as his Secretary of State,—
During all this period, Mexico was engag-
ed ina war ‘with Spain for ber indepen-
dence.  Notamero constructive or paper
war, but an acwal war—war in all i
horrors and realities. In 18256, Spain
held possession of the castle of St.. Jean
de Uliva, commanding the harbor of Veen
Cruz. In 1820, a formidable Spanish ar-
mament, consisting of thirteen ships of
war and 5000 troops, was fitted out and
sailed from the island of Cuba. . This
force invuded Mexico——the city of Tam-
pico was taken—the commanding general,
at the head of his victorious army, mnrchs
ed into the inlerior of the country, issuing
his proclamation calling on the inhubitants
1o rcturn to their ullegiance:.  Five pitch-
ed bailes were foughty, aod fsally, o
Septewber of the sune year. the entire
Spauish army capitulated, and then the
war coded, Spun, however, relused 1o
acknowledge the independence of Maoxico.
for seven years alterwards. . Our Govern.
ment was not ignorant of the preparation
for this lust elfort on the part of Spuin,
to reconquer her revolied pruvinee, No-
tice of the fuct was published in the Ga-
zottes at Washington at the very time ne.
gotiations were opeacd, In noue of these
negotinlions was the least intimation given |
o Spain of our ingutions. We are lately
iformed by Mr. Alexander Everctt, our

great truths are announced; Stha
mentn derive. heie jubt
consent o ‘governed
any furm of government b
tive of the ends for whick
it, and to insti
On wgreat fundament:

‘privcip

same imperishabie: Lasis the fa of
L'exas bave erected their Republic. - Are
these pr now to be regarded as
idie absimetons, uofiv for practical illus-
tration? _So thought pot the men of *76.
Phey toiled through a seven years war in-
support of these very doe;guu which
are, in eflect; pow asked to repadia e
denying to "l'exas—reyolutignized and in-.
depondent Texas, th ‘o form a po-

zlnyod_lﬂr Nominally a Republic, Mexico
really governcd -as absolute
as the autoerat of Russia. His will is the
supreme law. +#He is the State.” And,
oh! tell it mor, for shame, that we, republi-
cans of the land of Waushington, may not
uphold nnd sustain o sister Republics,
bowed down and sinking from exhaustion;
may not carry out the principles avowed
in our own deelaration of independence,
lest we offend the most pusilanimous and
perfidious despot that has disgraced mo-
dern history. I, indecd, 'Texas is to be
repulsed by her republican  brothren, in
all her eflirts for admission into our po-
liticul union, 1 trust. for the honor of the
American name, that our rejecltion may
not rest on the apti-republican and anti-
Anierican ground, that 'Cexas lLas not the

then minister al the Court of Spain, “thut
during the whole of the time when these
negoliations were going on between our
Government and Mexico for the purchase
of Texas, mot n syllable of iustruction
was sent to him to consult or o conciliate
the Spanish Govornment; and that during
all that period Spaio stoutly and uniformly |
muintained her complete yight to recon- |
quer ber provinee of Mexico.” [Nute to Mr, E
Owen's specch.| If this pretended right
of ro conquest 13 so sucred thut it mey i
not be iwipugned without just cause ol |
witr, was il not much more worthy of re-
spectiul Conldaraiion in The gaseul Spuin,
who, at the various periods of these nego-
tintions held fortified casiles in the con-
lested territory snd was backing her pre.
tensions with formidable demonstrations,
than in the case of' Mexico, whoseprinci-
pal war for yecars past, in the language of
the Texaa minister, hus consisted ol
“taunts and threats, of bLraggadocin bul-
letins and gasconnding proclamations.”—
The only justification {or our Government
i all these negotiations (and it 15 a com.
plete one) is that Mexico had previously
established her independence, and that
Spapish pride prevented its recognition.
True, the United States, in 1828, recog-
unized the independenco of Mexico, Aund
it is just as true, that Texas has also es.
tublished her independence, recognized by
us also, and that Mexican obstinacy pre-
ven!s ils recogaition. I confidently assert
that the most ingenious sophistry cann i
present the slightest diflerence in princ

ple between these cases. And these pie.
cedents, occurring at times when the
question il not in the slightest degree
purtake of a party character, afford the
fullest and most cumplete justification for
this government iu concluding the late
treaty of annexaticn without the comsent
of Mexico.

‘The merits of this objection to annexa-
tion may be tested by u simple inquiry

[a whom the right 1 dispese of Tex.
as rﬁﬂt In Texas or Mexico? Incon-
tespibly it belongh to either one or the ath-
er. . Will uny ohe who admits the right

B A0 Ibnld as {0 nssert that
jon of this tercitory still

00! .'l'iew of this subject
uld, udder any circumstetios,|
i gt of Mexico i
Texas was a sover

went State of the Moxi-
' 1031,

te Govern niEi‘ll wus overthrown,
#6d 1o sulimit to the new g .v.
sequently, uever owed it

When g

gEglore Do moure constit.

gh to gxact submission
) Luisiain.

et probability

under Mexican

ule 10, alkjh. Viol and fapatical o
pos o apnexation n ﬁ;&'p: to this
effect | .‘Ansﬁq,l }“[lgn ol
he ackagwlodged facts that Texasis a

!'rw-Le'_ ~ ,and independent State,
and cver will maiotain her independence
g%ﬂ O = ﬂ: ! Cl‘l;abn;rn%lﬁm right
wpm \- . llgc.m - = u;_we
are gravely and wlmkfm n
eoncluding & treaty with T
her to_this Union, we furni H‘g cause
of war to Mexico. et —-u
“The earth hath bubbles, as the water has,
And this is of them.” o0 . 4 ’i
Fellow-titizens: ln'.‘p,bi'_- rla dwu.

HICERUTY Cohsequenco [rad L r"l'. reiutalion of I'::|~'. \r-r)' ﬂrj,"l-“hﬁlll

now wreed by two distinzuished statosmen

ed, that by | *
dxas anpeying|

right to cede her territory and transfer hor
allegiance,

Another oljection to annexation is, that
our Union would thereby become loo un-
wielly—that there would Le danger of
ns fulling 1o picees | y its own weight, or
of dismemberment from a contrariety of
interests, A distinguished statesman, in
a speech in the House of Representatives
of the United States, in 1820, in ‘opposi-
tion to the treaty ceding this very torri-
tory, has so well nnswered this objection
that I will employ his own language: *I
know, (said he) tbat there are ure honeat
R calighivogd uy wie Four Wes omsr
confederacy is alrewdy too large, and that
there is danger of disruption, arising out
of want of reciprocal adherence between
its several parts, I hope and believe that
the principle of representation, and the
formation of States, will preserve usa uni-
ted people.” [Life and Speeches of Hen-
ry Clay.]

The sume objection was urged against
the uequisition of Louisinna.  Lxperience
has shown its fallacy, and proved that un.
der our complex represeniative system,
every increase to the number of our poli-
tical family consolidatos our Union, gives
strength o our institutions nt home, and
incroases our respectability abroad,  Be.
sides, tho upp'ication ol steam power, the
construction of rail roads, and, | may now
add, the inveition of the magnetic tole-
graph, have almost “annihilated time and
-pice,” and brought ull the parts of this

| yreat empire into close proximity.

[ need not dwell on the objection that
our government has no constitutional pow-
er to acquive foreign territory, or to admit
foreign Staies into our Union. Itis but
feebly and incidentally urged. I may,
however, remark, that the express grant
of power in the condiitution,*that Con-
gross may admit now States,” is without
limitation; aod the debates und proposi-
tions in the convention which framed the
constitution, serve to show that the addi-
tion of foreign wrrkory and foreign States,
was in the cootemnlation of ils [ramers.
And the practi he mavernment since,
in the nm il Florvida,

and in i iliat 5 th-
orn bo Uons this view, cad

lnres this point beyvond doubn,

Liaving considered the ebjections to an-
nexation, | proceed to offer some remarka
on 1ts importance in a nation! view,

The Republic of Texns containg terri-
tory sufficient to form at least five St
ol e gize of our own. Sitwated on
Southern and Western border, it exte
along our boundary cevera! hundred miles
upon our wolual seltlements, und several
hundred further on the boundary of our
unsettled territory.  ‘The Red and Arkan
sas rivers, afler traversing her territory
for several hundred miles, through a region
sbounding in the sources of mineral and
agricultural woalth, fall into our own Mig-
sissippi. She commands o Inrgq exteat _6]‘
the coast of the Guil of Mexice, ing_
almost to the mouth of cur great Y
Her climate is said 10 be Pul‘lglllw& g
mild and delicious, as that of Maly, [er
soil surpasscs out own 'in_fertility, produ-
ing Ja great abundance, beside

: e it 0 tropics.
3 Jnly by 8 niver amd an imagin-
ary liog, producing e sama sfaplos, haring
the same. rivers all it the same
Gulf, nature has thus plaialy indicated,
that these countries d bé uhited vader

ment which bas just beon read lo you, the
iE -

o

one government and inhabited By one

litical union with another power. - And
towards whom is this excessive ‘courtesy;’
this extraordinary forbearance, to be dis-

b Feat . e
rests the fabric of our iberty; and on the
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